


Where is my childhood?

PLAYGROUND   the child sex trade in America

Sexual exploitation of children is a problem that we tend to relegate to back-alley brothels in devel-
oping countries, the province of a particularly inhuman, and invariably foreign, criminal element. 
Such is the initial premise of Libby Spears’ sensitive investigation into the topic. But she quickly 
concludes that very little thrives on this planet without American capital, and the commercial child 
sex industry is certainly thriving. Spears intelligently traces the epidemic to its disparate, and decid-
edly domestic, roots—among them the way children are educated about sex, and the problem of 
raising awareness about a crime that inherently cannot be shown.

PLAYGROUND illuminates a sinister industry of unrecognized pervasiveness and a comprehensive 
revelation of an unknown epidemic, essential viewing for any parent or engaged citizen.
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